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Discovering Priorities
Talk One


The Great Banquet is designed to bring people into a closer relationship with Jesus, to develop disciples, and to release new leaders into God’s kingdom.  Discovering Priorities is the opening talk of the weekend and is the foundation on which the entire Banquet experience is built.  It is linked to the previous evening’s challenge to the guests – that they would “be still and know” that God is God, and would begin the process of examining their own lives.  Discovering Priorities is the first major “how to” in that self-examination process.  It is the doorway to Day One, in which the overarching goal is the presentation of the grace-based life as the Christian ideal. 


Talk One has four primary objectives:  (1) To help each guest identify their current priorities; (2) To help each guest recognize the possible need for new personal priorities; (3) To help each guest seriously consider making priority-shifting changes; (4) To help each guest consider the possibility that God has a set of priorities for living.   By the end of this talk, the guests will have been challenged to identify and to evaluate what they are currently doing with their lives.  Discovering Priorities is thus an essential preparation for everything else the guests will hear and experience during the Banquet.  

Presentation (25-30 minutes)


Discovering Priorities appeals basically to the mind, which is the approach of the opening talk of each day.  This presentation is intended to capture interest and to stimulate self-examination.  The examples in the outline are provided as guidelines; the speaker may use any of them that are deemed appropriate.

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Definition


What is a priority?


A priority is anything that takes precedence in order, rank, or privilege.  


In other words, a priority is what you think is important.

The speaker may give a personal definition of priorities.

Components of a Priority

Priorities can be pictured as the sum of the following four parts:

· Ideas

An idea is what we think about a particular situation.
· Beliefs
A belief is a core assumption about reality – what we
believe to be true about the world around us based on knowledge and past experiences. 

· Attitudes
An attitude is the spirit in which we approach particular
life situations.

· Actions
An action is what we choose to do.  What we do is
the ultimate revealer of what we think and believe

is most important.


All four of these components join to form a priority.


At this point the speaker might provide a personal example.


There are two foundational elements at work in the living out of priorities:

(1) What we believe and think about a given situation

(2) How we choose to respond to that situation through actions and attitudes


Priorities begin with the end in mind.


In other words, how should I think and act so as to achieve a desired result?
The Great Banquet: An Example of Priorities in Action


One way to illustrate a priority is to consider the Great Banquet weekend itself.


Our idea is that three days of talks, discussion and fellowship will help us all


achieve the priority of knowing Jesus.


Our belief is that knowing Jesus as Savior and Lord is life’s ultimate priority,


and that these three days will help us experience him in dynamic new ways.


Our attitude is enthusiastic and hopeful that all will come to know Jesus better


and to love him with heart, soul, mind and strength.


Our action has been to show up for these three days.  We have set aside our


watches, our normal routines, and countless other opportunities.


Therefore… our priority is to provide not only 72 hours of discovery and


reflection, but to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to continue


this quest for years to come.

Three Crucial Questions


More than anything else, three questions help us discern our current priorities:

· What do you think about?
(for example)  Do you think about work while on vacation?  What are your most persistent daydreams?  What comes to mind while you’re sitting in church?

· How do you use your money?
Take a quick inventory of your “stuff.”  Think about the last 30 checks you have written.  What priorities do they reflect?

· What do you do with your time?
Aside from addressing life’s necessities, what do you do with the hours and days


that make up your life?  What do you do when you have free time?


To discover your priorities, simply pay attention to what you are thinking, where you spend your money, and how you invest your time.

 
(Speaker’s note:  The preceding statement can have a profound effect.   Many guests have been telling themselves that their priorities are right on target.  In fact, that may be so.  Some have already identified a healthy relationship with Christ as their highest priority.  Others have little ability to distinguish between reality and their assumptions about reality.  In general, few guests will be completely aware of their true priorities.  For many the questions above may produce their first significant “aha” in the crucial task of self-examination.)

God:  The Ultimate Priority-Shifter


What we discover in the Bible is that God is continually inviting people to re-think their priorities – about work, about love, about family relationships, about success, and about everything else that goes into the making of an abundant life.

The Parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14:15-24)


Everyone in the story received an invitation.


An invitation demands a response – a response that clearly reveals priorities.


Some chose to say Yes.


Their priority was to spend time in the presence of God.


We each made the decision to invest three days with God and each other.


Others chose to say No.  They had other priorities.


Jesus told this story to make it clear that we have freedom of choice, and that God cares what choices we make.

Jesus and Zaccheus (Luke 19:1-10)


The priorities of Zaccheus, a wealthy “chief tax collector,” were well known.


Zaccheus overtaxed his own Jewish countrymen on behalf of the Roman Empire for his own financial gain.  He was deeply despised.


Rabbis taught that tax collectors had no hope of entering heaven.


Zaccheus had thus chosen material security in this world at the cost of spiritual security in the next world.


Zaccheus, however, was curious about Jesus.


He wanted to get a look while he passed by – so he climbed a tree.


Jesus shocked the crowd by inviting himself to stay at Zaccheus’ house – the ultimate Middle Eastern symbol of friendship and trust.


During the course of his encounter with Jesus, Zaccheus’ priorities were changed.  Before he met Jesus, all he thought about was how to make money.  That’s how he spent his time.  After meeting Jesus, Zaccheus gave half of what he owned to the poor and paid back four times the amount that he owed to those he had cheated.  Now he thought about how to make right the wrongs he had inflicted on other people.  He spent his time and his money on this new set of priorities.


Are you curious what Jesus thinks about your priorities and your life?

Discover Your Own Priorities


Ask yourself these three questions:

· What do I think about?

· How do I use my money?

· What do I do with my time?

Discover God’s Priorities (Matthew 6:25-33)


Our understanding of the life to which Jesus invites us is radically deepened when we ask those same three questions from another perspective:

· What do you think God wants you to think about?

· What do you think God wants you to do with your money?

· What do you think God wants you to do with your time?

The goal of this talk is to identify our current priorities, and to consider the possibility that God has brought us here to discover his priorities for our lives as well (Matthew 6:33).
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