The Great Banquet

Disciples
Talk Ten 

Overview, Purpose, and Approach to Presentation


As the final talk on the second day, this is the presentation which precedes the candlelight meditation.  Yesterday the guests were introduced to the idea of God’s grace and how it affects their lives.  The talks on the second day center on how one can grow in the Christian life through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  This talk should explain through personal example how one responds to this relationship and grows into everything that Jesus has commanded us to do and to be.


The guests should be briefly refreshed on the fact that the balanced Christian life stands on a “tripod” of three ongoing commitments, as explained in The Way of Relationship, The Truth Through Study, and The Life of Christian Action.  The speaker should show by example the importance of continuous spiritual growth as a key to discipleship.  The aim of this talk is to help the guests:

· Define a disciple as a lifelong follower or apprentice of Jesus – someone who is fully serious about hearing and responding to all of God’s will

· Acknowledge and put into practice both their natural and spiritual abilities

· Step out as a Christian leader in their particular sphere of influence

· Answer God’s call upon their heart to follow Jesus and bear fruit for him

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Presentation (25-30 minutes)

Responding to Jesus


Jesus continually challenged people to follow him.  A lot of the time they


rejected his invitation.

To this day, most people who attend church don’t want to be spiritually

challenged.  They want Jesus to take care of them, but not to call them to


exchange their old way of life for a new one under his leadership.


Our challenge from Jesus is to follow him.  Following Jesus means being


his disciple.

What is a Disciple?


In Greek the word disciple means “learner.” 


Disciples of Jesus aim to become fully Christlike.  This transformation has

to come from the inside out.  The words, actions and motives of Jesus 

progressively become part of the disciple’s heart and life.


Disciples are called to walk a path that most others will refuse.  “For the gate is

narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few”

(Matthew 7:14).  The only thing that prevents us from following that path is

our own free will.

Disciples cannot stand still, but must be willing to grow every day.  Either we

take seriously our commitment to grow in God’s grace and become more like

Jesus, or our spiritual lives will grind to a halt and we will become less like Jesus.

Jesus’ invitation to discipleship is for everyone.  He invites us to follow him

with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30).

Natural and Spiritual Qualities of a Disciple


The speaker is encouraged to include personal experiences.


Followers of Jesus display two distinct kinds of qualities that empower their


leadership and service.


“Natural” qualities are those that may be found in any human being, whether


or not they have chosen to follow Jesus.  “Spiritual” qualities are special gifts


provided by the Holy Spirit that enable Christians to serve God and others.


There are two things we need to know as we exercise these natural


and spiritual qualities.



(1)  
Know Your Priority

Know where your priority leads and what it aims to achieve.




It is the priority of a disciple to know Jesus first as Savior, make




him Lord of life, and then help others know him as Savior and Lord.



(2)
Know Reality  

Disciples seek to understand their environment, both the people




and situations in which they desire to see change.  Jesus met




people where they were and we are called to do the same.


Natural Qualities



Initiative




Be a self-starter.  Take responsibility.  Recognize the opportunities




that God has put before you and seize the initiative to act.  Ask

God to open your eyes to the many opportunities around you, 

and to provide the courage to respond.






Discipline




Disciples pursue discipline in their following of Jesus.  They are




obedient to God’s will, not their own will.  Disciples also work with




others in ministry through organizations in the body of Christ.



Empathy




Disciples identify with the life experiences of others.  Approach




those around you with genuine warmth, “rejoicing with those who




rejoice and mourning with those who mourn” (Romans 12:15). 



Generosity




All humans can use the natural quality of generosity to benefit




others, but a disciple seeks to live out of God’s abundance rather




than their own.  One can only give to others what one has allowed




God to give to them.  The disciple seeks to live abundantly, love




abundantly, and forgive abundantly (John 10:10).


Spiritual Qualities



Faith




Faith is God’s gift to help us trust in God (Hebrews 11:1).  Faith

in God empowers us to become his agents to change the world,

and do what we never thought possible.



Humility




Humility means understanding who we are in the sight of God.

Humility means being an empty vessel ready to be filled by God

(II Corinthians 4:7).  Identify the talents God has given to you and

use them to the best of your ability.  Humility means allowing God,

and not you, to judge your importance. “Humble yourself in the sight of God and he will exalt you in due time” (James 4:10).



Hope




Spiritual hope is God’s gift of confidence that his work will be




accomplished, and that we are his agents.  Hope is a certainty,




in the heart and the mind, that all of God’s purposes are going




to be fulfilled.



Love




Love is God’s gift of agape that we give back to him and share




with everyone around us (I Corinthians 13).  Love is the true mark

of discipleship: “By this will all men know that you are my disciples,

if you love one another” (John 13:35).  We cannot love God and at

the same time turn away from our brothers and sisters (I John 4:19-

21).  God is love (I John 4:16).

Every Disciple’s Call to Leadership 


Leaders influence the thinking and actions of others by their very presence.


Every situation involves people who are the main influence on what happens.

They don’t have to have worldly power or authority to exert such influence.

They only have to be who they are.

Disciples are called to be moral and spiritual leaders – challenging, 

encouraging and influencing others by example – wherever they go.

We have influence on others and our environment.

We must earnestly desire to lead all those around us to experience a life

that is powered by the grace of God.

Summary


During the course of his ministry Jesus encountered thousands of people.


Many of them received his words with joy, yet very few chose to lay down


their own lives and agendas to follow him.  Discipleship is a choice.

When we walk according to his commands, however, and his Spirit fills our

hearts, discipleship is anything but drudgery.  Living as a disciple of Jesus 

is a joyous, spontaneous and fulfilling way of life.  



Have you heard Christ’s call to become his disciple?



What kind of disciple are you right now?



What kind of disciple is Jesus calling you to be?
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