The Great Banquet

A Life of Grace
Talk Twelve 

Overview, Purpose, and Approach to Presentation


This talk on the morning of the third day is the last of the Banquet’s five presentations on the subject of grace.  It provides the theological foundation for calling the guests beyond the initial step of trusting Jesus to a lifelong commitment of following him.  By the end of this talk the guests should be able to understand and explain:

· The meaning of sanctification

· The danger of falling into the trap of “cheap grace”

· God’s call not just to believe in him but to follow him wholeheartedly

· The importance of being intentional, persistent, persevering, patient and wise 

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Presentation (25-30 minutes)

God’s Gift of Grace


Grace is a one-word summary of the Bible’s teaching that God loves us

unconditionally – no matter who we are, and no matter what we have done – 

and that God wants to know us through a life-transforming relationship 

that he initiates.


Grace has been variously defined as unmerited favor…as an undeserved gift…


as love with no strings attached…as what everybody needs, but nobody


can possibly earn or deserve.

Grace means there is nothing we can do to make God love us more, and nothing

we can do to make God love us less. 

Our Need to Respond


God can reach us where we are right now…just as we are right now.


What matters is that we go forward in faith from this point in time.


To say yes to Jesus’ offer of new life – to believe in him and receive him as


Savior and Lord – is God’s way to respond to his gift of grace (John 1:12).


Over the years this response of believing and receiving has been called


many things:  conversion, being saved, crossing the line of faith, or being


born again (John 3:3).  


The Holy Spirit enables us to make this response by awakening our hearts,


illuminating our minds, and touching our emotions.


However we describe it, the miracle of salvation is that God is able and

willing to give undeserving people the gift of his unconditional love.


This is what it means to receive grace.


God has invited us to the Great Banquet to sit with Jesus and to be


empowered by the Holy Spirit.  Our response of faith is to let Jesus come


in and sit with us (Revelation 3:19-20).

God Saves Us:  Past, Present and Future


We need God’s grace at every step and every stage of being 

in a relationship with him.


Justification



This is a theological term for receiving Jesus as Savior.



Those who have accepted Christ can say, “I have been saved.”



Because we have said yes to Jesus, salvation is a past event.


Sanctification



This is a theological term for making Jesus the Lord of our lives.



It describes the ongoing process of becoming like Christ in this life.



We are called to continually grow spiritually.


Justification is how we become a Christian.


Sanctification is how we grow as a Christian.


This talk is about sanctification – our lifelong need to continue receiving


God’s grace so that we might become more and more like Christ.


Sanctification is the process of moving from understanding God’s will,


to choosing to follow God’s will, to doing God’s will in our lives.

The Danger of “Cheap Grace”


German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer coined the phrase “cheap grace”


to describe the mistaken idea that because God has done so much, 

we are therefore off the hook for doing anything in this life.

Churchianity (as opposed to authentic Christianity) describes that safe and

painless middle-class respectability that demands nothing more from Christians

than one hour of spectator worship on Sunday.

Cheap grace is faith without works – adhering to a set of beliefs that never

get translated into real life (James 2:14-18).


God’s grace is not cheap.  It cost God the life of his Son on the cross.


Now that Jesus has completed the work necessary to bring us into a saving


relationship with God, our work has just begun.  We are called to a lifetime


of grace-empowered action on his behalf.

Living What We Believe


Building a Christian life requires discipline – not one day but seven days


a week. 

 “Discipline” is related to the word “disciple.”  A disciple, or lifelong learner of


Jesus, must learn diligence in study, persistence in daily action, and a heart


of worship.


Jesus said that he is “the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6).  

This weekend we have considered how to follow him on that threefold path:

· In The Way of Relationship we learned about loving God with all our heart and soul.

· In The Truth Through Study we discovered the need to love God with all our mind.

· In The Life of Christian Action we heard God’s call to love him with all our strength, which means to go into action for him every day.

The apostle James makes it clear that “just believing” in Christ isn’t enough.


The devil himself has perfect theology – he just never puts his beliefs into


practice by obeying and serving God (James 2:19).

The Power of Obedience


Note:  
Personal stories from the speaker are helpful in showing how



we grow in a life of grace.


The release of the Holy Spirit in our lives is directly related to our obedience


to Jesus.


Obedience is the key to an empowered Life of Grace.  Jesus said, “If you love


me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15).


With that obedience to Jesus comes the release of the Holy Spirit.  “And I will


pray to the Father and he will give you another Counselor” (John 14:16).



If you want to experience a continual flow of the Holy Spirit’s



empowerment, you must be willing to obey.


Obedience is also the key that releases revelation – that is, God’s revealing


of his presence in our lives.   Jesus said, “He who has my commandments and


keeps them (obedience), he it is who loves me; and he who loves me will be


loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him” (John 14:21).



The revelation is Jesus showing up in our lives, whereby we



experience his love and grace.


Both the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit are directly related to


our obedience.  The path of obedience is narrow and the task is hard.  

We will be regularly tempted to look for easier ways.  But none exist.


God promises, however, that his Holy Spirit will fill us, empower us, and guide


us as we go forward through obedience.

Developing a Life of Grace


We know that our faith is authentic when it leads to intentional, sustained,


day-by-day action.   This can be summarized by five important words.


Intentional



Jesus said, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back



is fit for service in the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).  Haphazard



Christianity will never accomplish God’s work.


Persistence



Even though it may seem that we are plodding forward like turtles,



one slow step at a time, we can go forward with confidence.  What



God starts, God finishes.  “Being confident of this, that he who began



a good work in you will carry it to completion” (Philippians 1:6).                                                                                                                                           


Perseverance



Continue resolutely in spite of opposition or discouragement.  Paul



said, “Stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always give yourselves



fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in



the Lord is not in vain”  (I Corinthians 15:58).


Patience



Patience is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), and cannot



be learned from books.  Just as muscles grow stronger by pushing



against resistance, patience grows in our hearts in the midst of real



life resistance from struggles, stresses and opposition.


Wisdom



Wisdom, which is the God-provided gift of understanding God’s ways



and discerning his path in this world (Psalm 103:7), is what helps us



translate what we believe into how we should live.  Wisdom is the



ability to know how and when to act or speak in given situations.

Now is the Time to Begin


Forgetting the past, our call is to put our eyes fully on Jesus (Phil. 3:12-14).


Now is always the right time to make Jesus the Lord of our lives.


God’s grace is available at this very moment.  We will need his grace during


every moment ahead.  Through all the challenges of following him, we can


know that nothing can ever pull us out of God’s grip (John 10:27-30). 


The most important principle in translating our faith in Jesus to a Life of Grace


is simply being present and intentional in our daily living.


We are always in process of living a Life of Grace; obedience is the key


to empowerment through the Holy Spirit.


When we have made up our minds to obey him, 90% of life is just showing up!
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