The Great Banquet

The Body of Christ
Talk Thirteen

Overview, Purpose, and Approach to Presentation


The Great Banquet is designed to bring people into a closer relationship with Jesus, to develop disciples, and to release new leaders into God’s kingdom.  The Body of Christ reveals the beauty and effectiveness of Christians working together in order to bring the world to Christ.  The aim of this talk is to help the guests:


(1) 
Recognize Jesus as the head of the Church.


(2) 
Understand the nature of the Church as Christ’s Body.


(3) 
Grasp God’s personal call to discern one’s own spiritual



gifts and roles within the body, and how servanthood 

contributes to the overall effectiveness of the Church.


(4) 
Enter new commitment levels as disciples who choose



to be the hands and feet of Jesus throughout the world.


The Great Banquet is a time to experience the Body of Christ in action and begin to recognize that local churches are an expression of the living Savior.  The Great Banquet is a three-day experience designed to enhance the local church life of all of its participants.

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Presentation (25-30 minutes)

What is the Body of Christ?


The Body of Christ is the Church.  


A church is a group of Christians professing their union and belief in Christ.

The Body exists both locally (as congregations and gatherings of Christians that

we can see) and globally (as the worldwide, invisible fellowship of believers who

are united by the Holy Spirit).

Jesus is Head of the Body


Colossians 1:18 and Ephesians 4:15-16 teach that Jesus is the Head of the

Church and final authority for every aspect of church life.

Many people receive Jesus as Savior but overlook or resist his call to be Lord.
Acknowledging Jesus as Head of the Church means that we must also

acknowledge his lordship.


When the authority of Jesus is fully acknowledged, the Body experiences


harmony and effectiveness.  When the authority of Jesus is resisted or ignored,


the Body experiences disunity and frustration.

Four Characteristics of Christian Community


The New Testament describes the Church using the metaphor of a body


more than 30 times.  The most significant of these texts is I Corinthians 12:12-

31, where four foundational teachings emerge.


(1) You Belong to the Body



Everyone who accepts Christ as Savior and Lord becomes



part of the true Church, which is his Body on earth.



“Now you are the Body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”



(I Corinthians 12:27)



Belonging to the Body of Christ is an integral part of what it means to



belong to the Church universal – the global fellowship of Christians.  



It also means that every Christian should be an active member in



a local congregation. 



(Speaker’s note:  Encourage the guests, if they are not participating



in the life of a local church, to pursue active membership as a priority.)


(2) Others Need You



Every member of Christ’s body is significant.  Everyone has a part



to play and a place to be within the Church.

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the

common good.” (I Corinthians 12:7)

If we fail to use our gifts and talents, not only does the Church suffer,



but so does the Church’s mission to bring the world to Christ.


(3) You Need Others



Jesus’ call to “Follow me” is an invitation to join with others in

worship and work through the Church.



The Body of Christ functions best when all of its members worship



and work together (I Corinthians 12:14).

“The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you!’  And the head

cannot say to the feet, ‘I don’t need you!’” (I Corinthians 12:21)


(4) You Have a Special Ministry



The entire Church should be a Christian community in action.



Within that Christian community, each person has a unique role



and place.



“God has arranged the parts in the Body, every one of them, just as he



wanted them to be.  If they were all one part, where would the Body be?



As it is, there are many parts, but one Body.” (I Corinthians 12:18-19)



Every member of the Body is a minister.



We are all called to be a part of the Ministry of All Believers as we



heard in the talk on the first day.



In the Old Testament, the word “priest” is defined as someone who



bridges the gap between God and people, as well as people and God.



Every member of the Body of Christ is called to be a priest.



In a healthy congregation, pastors and members work together to fulfill



the ministries that God has given them.  The Bible teaches that the role



of a pastor is to help and equip church members to carry out those



ministries (Ephesians 4:11-13).

You are called to become part of a church where you and everyone else

work faithfully to present Christ to the world.

God does not call the equipped, but equips the called.

Christian Community in Action


The ministry of the Church is not just getting people into heaven.  


It is getting heaven into people – right here and right now.


Therefore the Church should ideally be a community that embodies


the character of Jesus every hour of every day.


Pre-eminently, the love of God is the power that binds us together

in the Body of Christ (I John 4:7-12; 16-21).  Love is the motivating power

behind all relationships.  Life’s central challenge is building and maintaining

grace-empowered relationships with one another.


The Bible teaches us to:

· Bear one another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2)

· Be kind to one another (Ephesians 4:32)

· Serve one another (Galatians 5:13)

· Accept one another (Romans 15:7)

· Pray for one another (James 5:16)

(Speaker’s note:  There are 57 “one another” commands in the New Testament,

including some duplications.  You may provide a complete list of these if you

choose.) 

When Jesus works in this world he does it through his Body.  When Jesus

encourages someone, teaches a child, or feeds a hungry person, we are his

living presence in those situations.

Profile of a Healthy Church


The Body of Christ should present a balanced expression of Jesus’ 

identity as “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6).

Seekers and believers:

· In an atmosphere of love, should continually be led

to discover life’s priorities (The Way of Relationship)

· In an atmosphere of acceptance, should always be free

to ask, seek, and grow (The Truth Through Study)

· In an atmosphere of boldness, should constantly be challenged

to “go make disciples” (The Life of Christian Action)

Personal Qualities that Enable Effective Ministry


Opportunities to serve – providing real ministry that makes a difference – should


be available for every member.  Sharing the good news is a task that belongs


to everyone in the Body, not just a few gifted individuals.


Jesus calls every Christian to a life of servanthood.


These are the marks of the servant lifestyle Jesus modeled (Mark 10:45):

· Submission:  A heartfelt response to Jesus’ authority

as Head of the Church.

· Humility:  Understanding who you are and your place in

the Body.

· Faith:  Trusting the Holy Spirit for direction, strength, and

empowerment.

· Being Responsible:  Personally following through on God’s 

call to fulfill your place in the Body.  

· Abundant Generosity:  Allowing God to use your gifts and

talents in the ministry of the Church.

Conclusion


The Body of Christ is the Church – the unique gathering of people who have received the grace of Jesus, believed in his name, and chosen to be his followers.  Every Christian, as a member of the Body, has received at least one spiritual gift and is called to do ministry that will help fulfill Christ’s mission, which is to advance and establish his kingdom in this world.  As we work together – carrying out the roles to which each of us has been assigned – we truly become the hands and feet of Jesus.
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