The Great Banquet

Staying Power
Talk Fourteen

Overview, Purpose, and Approach to Presentation


The focus of this talk is the value of ongoing personal contact with other Christians, so that one may continue to grow in discipleship.  Specifically, Staying Power presents the post-Banquet activities of the reunion group and regular community gatherings.


This is the time at which the guests become familiar with the structure and the order of the reunion group.  By the end of this talk the guests should have both the hope and the assurance that whatever blessings they have received from their weekend need not fade – if they persevere in their efforts to keep their faith growing.  Staying Power presents practical means by which one can continue to grow in God’s grace.


It is essential that the speaker be actively involved in a reunion group.

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Presentation (25-30 minutes)

 Our Call to Love God


Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your

soul and with all your strength and with all your mind.” (Luke 10:27)

Throughout this three-day experience we’ve been reminded that we must

not only listen to God (with our hearts and our minds) but respond to God

by serving with our hands and our feet.  Following Jesus means both

listening and responding, so that we can continue to grow in him.

Spiritual food has been offered at this Banquet.  Every Christian needs

a continual diet of spiritual food to keep their spirit alive and growing.

If we pursue the priorities that are valued by the world, the result will be

spiritual poverty and starvation.  It is crucial, therefore, that we continue

to find ways to live a fully grace-powered life – by pursuing our love of 

God in the three realms that Jesus indicates:

Our Minds



Three talks have demonstrated how we can use our minds to love God:



(1) Discovering Priorities



(2) Truth Through Study



(3) Changing Our Environment


Our Strength



Three talks have demonstrated how we can use our strength to love God:



(1) Ministry of All Believers



(2) Life of Christian Action



(3) The Body of Christ


Our Hearts and Souls



Two talks have demonstrated how we can use our hearts and souls



(that is to say, our wills) to love God:



(1) The Way of Relationship



(2) Disciples



This is the third talk concerning God’s call to love him 



at the level of the will.

Loving God with the Will


Trusting God is not just a matter of emotions or intellect – how we

happen to feel or think at a particular moment.  

There are times when choosing God’s way will be in conflict with our


personal feelings.  There are other times when choosing God’s way 


will seem neither logical nor reasonable.


Loving God with the will means to choose to follow his leading in spite of


contrary personal feelings or thoughts.  In order to love God with our wills, we will 
need persistence and perseverance.

Persistence means to move steadily forward in the direction God is leading.


Perseverance means to persist in the face of difficulties and opposition.

Staying Power Through Contact with Jesus and Other Christians


Jesus is the means by which we grow in the life of God.  He said to his disciples,


 “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, he

will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”  (John 15:5)



Contact with Jesus through prayer, study and worship renews and



strengthens our relationship with him.


Other Christians are a primary means by which we receive encouragement to


continue walking with God.  “Let us consider how we may spur one another on


toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are


in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another…” (Hebrews 10:24-25).


Contact with other Christians who share our priorities provides



ongoing support and inspiration.

Staying Power Through the Reunion Group


One of the purposes of the Great Banquet is to form small groups of Christians


who choose to share their lives together.  Our experiences at our tables this


weekend provide a model for what each guest should seek when the Banquet

is over.


Components of an Effective Weekly Group Meeting

· Small

Groups should consist of 3-6 members.

· Serious
Deal with significant life issues.

· Sincere
Be honest and open with one another.

· Discreet
What is said at a group meeting should be repeated

only with specific permission.

· Regular
Meet weekly; be on time; choose to be one of those

the group can depend upon to be present.




“90% of life is just showing up.”  By itself, showing up




isn’t transforming…but we will never experience real

spiritual change apart from presenting ourselves to God.

· Short

Set a pre-arranged time limit and stick to it;

we recommend an hour to ninety minutes.

· Leadership
Change leadership every week; we recommend

that no one individual shoulder the responsibility

for initiating discussion.


Order of the Reunion Group



(Ask the guests to refer to the cards on their tables)



(1)  
Prayer to the Holy Spirit



(2)   
Worship: Share how you worshipped the Lord in the past week




through morning devotions, prayer life, worship attendance,




communion, and/or spiritual retreat.



(3)
Closest to Christ:  At what moment this past week did you feel




closest to Christ?



(4)
Study:  What did you study this week to lead you closer to Christ?



(5)
Call to Discipleship:  Review chances you had to share Christ




with others.



(6) 
Action:  How were you Christ’s hands and feet in your 




environment?



(7) 
Discipleship Denied:  Missed or failed opportunities to share




Christ with others.



(8) 
Plan:  Share your plans for worship, study and action for the




coming week.



(9) 
Prayers for Special Needs:  Share your needs with your group,




then join the group in praying for the needs of others.



(10)
Lord’s Prayer


Forming a Reunion Group



Consider joining other guests on this weekend and/or other Christians



who hunger for the same grace-filled life you seek.



Reunion groups are initially formed at the Fourth Day meeting.  Your 


Fourth Day meeting will be held _______________________________.  


(Speaker:  Get this information before your talk is given.)


Becoming part of a reunion group is always a matter of choice.


Keeping Your Reunion Group Alive



Doing the same thing week after week is an invitation to boredom



and ultimately to a group’s demise.



Accept new members.  New blood can provide a transfusion for the



entire group.



Choose, on occasion, to fellowship together outside the regular pattern



of group meetings.



Continue to be transparent with each other.



Try different formats.  Work together on Bible studies, video series,



new and classic books, and field trips to various Christian gatherings.



If you are not giving or receiving what you need, change groups.



Don’t give up.  Persevere.



Maintaining your reunion group is always a matter of choice.

Speaker’s Note:  Intersperse personal experiences throughout your presentation


of the reunion group material above.

Staying Power Through Monthly Gatherings and Banquet Activities


Monthly gatherings differ in format from locale to locale.  Ideally they should

be open to participants from any Cursillo model three-day weekend, such as the

Great Banquet, Walk to Emmaus, Cursillo, Tres Dias, Via de Christo and others.

The goal is a community of disciples who come together to worship and 

celebrate God’s presence in their lives.  The next Gathering for this community

will be
______________________________________ (Speaker:  Get this 
information before your talk is given.)

Banquet Activities

· Serve on a team (If the speaker is the lay director, they may choose

at this time to introduce members of the team)

· Support the guests and team members of future Banquets through

your prayers, preparation of snacks, set-up, clean-up, serving meals

and a wide variety of other essential tasks

· Sponsor a guest to a future Banquet

· Attend worship services that are associated with the Great Banquet

Conclusion


What you have received this weekend is like a banquet – a great abundance


of spiritual food.  If you don’t eat on a daily basis, however, you will starve


to death.  No matter how you feel right now, unless you have staying power


to maintain a grace-filled life, this weekend will become nothing more than

a pleasant memory.


Staying power in a life of grace is always a matter of choice.
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