The Great Banquet

Establishing Priorities
Talk Fifteen

Overview, Purpose, and Approach to Presentation


Establishing Priorities, as the final talk of the Great Banquet, summarizes the message of the weekend and provides a call both to spiritual growth and to being a lifelong learner, or disciple, of Jesus Christ.  Ideally this talk is the personal testimony of someone who has “been there” along the path of commitment.


Outliness One and Fifteen, the Banquet’s two priority talks, are like bookends.  Whereas the first talk invited the guests to assess what they do with their time, their money, and their thoughts – and thereby to discover their current priorities – this talk revisits those same questions as the guests prepare to return to the world.  For three days they have been focusing, in a positive manner, on establishing new priorities that reflect God’s will and God’s call on their lives.  

One of the goals of Establishing Priorities is to point out that some people do not persevere in Christ’s service.  Facing this reality honestly – and providing direction and encouragement for staying on the path – will help the guests deal with the potential shocks that await them on their Fourth Day.


Establishing Priorities is primarily a witness talk – that is, the speaker should share personal experiences of God’s work in his or her life.  Include stories about your own Fourth Day, in particular the challenge of returning to the very situations you were experiencing before your Banquet.  Reveal how you persevered – or failed to do so.  The tone of this talk should be one of confidence and reality – confidence in Christ and what he can accomplish through you and the reality of your own life situations.

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Presentation (25-30 minutes)

Looking Back and Looking Forward


You were invited by God to this Great Banquet to experience


his grace and his love.


You have also been given some direction for continued growth


and development as his disciple, or lifelong learner of Jesus.


At the beginning of the weekend you were asked to consider three questions:

· What do you think about?
· How do you use your money?
· What do you do with your time?
The moment has arrived to address a fourth question:

What are you going to do now?
Why We Have Been Here

First, God invited us.



Remember that the characters in Jesus’ parable of the Great Banquet



in Luke 14 all had to make a choice.



Those who chose to attend the banquet came into the presence of God.



Those who chose not to come had other priorities.



We all have freedom of choice.

Moment by moment, we all get to choose our priorities.
We made a choice to come to this Banquet, while others

chose not to participate.


Second, God has been at work on our behalf.



Even as we have reflected on our current priorities – and perhaps come to

understand them for the first time – God has been establishing new priorities for our lives.

Third, God wants us to consider claiming – for ourselves – the priorities that he

has chosen for our lives.

God’s Priorities for Life

God has long been in the business of establishing new priorities for his people.  This is evident in the signature story of the Old Testament:  God’s deliverance of the Hebrews from their slavery in Egypt. 

God not only had to free them from literal chains, but had to transform their 

slave mentality.   He not only had to get his people out of Egypt, but get Egypt 

out of his people.  He accomplished this by giving them new priorities, 

which are revealed in the celebration of Passover (Exodus 12:1-2, 14-21).

For example…

God changed their understanding of time.  He changed their calendar.

“This month is to be the first month of the year for you” (Exodus 12:2).

 Their new calendar literally began on the first day of their new freedom.

God changed their “tastes.”  Egypt was famous for its breads made

with yeast.  During the weeklong celebration of Passover (Exodus 12:15), God said, “You must not eat any bread made with yeast; eat only unleavened bread.”  Their tastes would now be of a people “on the move.”

God had to change their schedules to include the priority of worship (Exodus 12:16): “On the first day you shall hold a holy assembly.”  Worship became a priority God wanted them to discover.

God’s Priorities for Us

Egypt is a picture of the world and what the world can do to us.

Just as the people of Israel were in bondage, we can live as slaves to pride,

fear, doubt, and other people’s opinions and expectations.  We can become

enslaved to our culture’s views about money and success.  All too often our

priorities are little more than unexamined reflections of the world’s thinking.

God’s desire is that we would begin to discover his priorities – something

that will likely require new ways of thinking:

· We will need to rethink the way we use our time.
· We will need to rethink our “tastes” with regard to entertainment, leisure, and possessions.

· We will need to rethink the importance we assign to worship,
serving God in and through the church.

Fourth Day


The Great Banquet is a three-day experience…followed by a Fourth Day.


All of our days from now on are essentially a succession of “fourth days.”


The Fourth Day is the beginning of the rest of your life.


The environments we left behind are unchanged.  We are returning to 

the same families, circles of acquaintances, and vocations.


We however – by God’s grace – have changed.

Our Mission: To Know Jesus as Savior and Lord and to Make Him Known


We are to be disciples who make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20).


We have been entrusted with the mission of helping to bring our


brothers, sisters, and friends to new life in Christ.


God’s call is that we might be his agents of transformation in a broken world.

The Banquet, of course, is only one way in which God helps equip people to fulfill this mission.  It would be irresponsible and incorrect to give the impression


that the Banquet is anything more than one of God’s many tools to help


transform his world.

Profile of a Disciple


A disciple is a person who makes a lifelong commitment to learn from Jesus


and allows Jesus to work through him or her.


Disciples are accountable and responsible to the Lord for their actions,


words and thoughts.


Following Jesus means being ready to experience the kind of persecution

that Jesus himself experienced while on earth (John 15:18-20).

Dangers


Overconfidence



We are not “important and indispensable” just because we have



attended a Great Banquet.



Humility is an important quality of a maturing disciple.



We are not a special breed.  We are disciples of Jesus.



We are part of his Church.


Lack of Confidence



We may be tempted to believe, after our first clash with indifference



toward Christ or apathetic Christianity, that we can accomplish nothing.



Remember the progression of Changing Our Environment:



We change first…others may change as a result…and finally the world.



“I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” (Phil. 4:13)

Protection


Stay in Contact with Christ



Through relationship:  
Love God with your heart



Through study:

Love God with your mind


Stay in Contact with Others



Through action:

Be the hands and feet of Jesus



Through relationships
Be part of the body of Christ



Through reunion groups
Be accountable to others


Great Truths


There is great joy in serving the Lord.


We all have different capabilities and talents (I Corinthians 12:14-26).



Responding to God’s call to service expands life to its fullest.


We will always have to cope with misunderstandings and prejudices.



Jesus himself was frequently misunderstood.



Just as he was wrongly judged, we may be rejected as well.


How should we respond?



Be a light, not a judge (Matthew 7:1-2).  



Let God’s light shine brightly through your actions (Matthew 5:14-16).



The world is dying to see a living example of God’s power 

working through people.

Establishing Priorities


What do you think about?



By this time you have discovered what your priorities have been.



Are you now willing to let God direct your thinking?


How do you use your money?



Have you made a mental list of your resources and possessions?



Are you now willing to use your money for God’s work?


What do you do with your time?



Soon you’ll be wearing your watch again, and be back in your routine.



Are you now willing to take the time to develop a relationship with



Jesus through worship, study and service?

Are you now willing to be led by the Holy Spirit to the life that God 


wants you to live?



It’s a matter of priorities.
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