The Great Banquet

God’s Gift of Grace
Talk Two 

Overview, Purpose, and Approach to Presentation


This presentation is foundational for the weekend’s other four “grace” talks, because it provides a basic definition for grace and describes the gracious nature of the way God relates to us.


Our Response to Grace (talk four) declares our need to accept God’s gift with the open hands of faith.  Sacramental Grace (talk seven) shows how God generously offers his love through “sacred moments” which we experience through the life of the church.  Obstacles to Grace (talk nine) describes how we frequently block the flow of God’s grace into our lives.  A Life of Grace  (talk twelve) demonstrates the need to translate what we have received from God into a grace-powered daily existence.


By the end of this talk the guests should be able to understand and explain:

· A working definition of the concept of “grace”

· God’s desire to be in a love-motivated relationship with each of us

· God’s offer of just such a relationship through Jesus

· The contrast between earning God’s love and receiving it as a gift

· The reality that we have been invited to this Banquet for the very purpose of receiving his gift of grace

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Presentation (25-30 minutes)

Love and Relationships

Love is the driving force behind all healthy relationships.

Love says, “A relationship is worth having.”  Unconditional love is what allows

us to acknowledge the true worth of another person.

In English, the word “love” has come to mean a great many things. 

It translates four important Greek words, each of which describes a 

significant love relationship:  

· Eros is the word that represents romantic or sensual love.

· Philos stands for friendship, or brotherly love.

· Storge is the ancient word that describes a parent’s love for a child.

· Agape is the most important of these Greek words.  It is the term the

New Testament uses to describe God’s love for human beings, and



the kind of love we are called to freely give to each other.


The speaker may choose, here and throughout the talk, to provide illustrations

of these ideas either from observation or personal experience.

Humanity’s Crisis:  Broken Relationships


Since we were initially created for relationships, broken relationships are

humanity’s greatest crisis.


The Bible explains the reason for this crisis in its opening chapters:



Genesis 1:26-27 assures us that we are made in God’s image.



Thus we were created both to love and be loved, by God and others.



Genesis 3:1-13 tells the story of our rebellion against God.



Because of sin, our relationship with God was destroyed, and



every human relationship has been marred.


Part of our brokenness is a fear that we are unworthy of being unconditionally

loved by God and other people.


One of the legacies of sin is that most people now feel they must earn or

deserve the reality of being loved.


Secular culture tells us that people are worthy of being loved only if they are


lovable – if their performance, their pedigree, their possessions, their power


or their appearance is “good enough.”


Even churches can wrongfully send the message that God loves us only if we


love him.  The good news is that the exact opposite is true.

The Reality of Grace


“Grace” is the Bible’s one-word declaration that God unconditionally


loves us – no matter who we are, and no matter what we have done.

Right now we can know that God will never stop loving us.


The Old Testament term for grace (chen) means, “to bend, to stoop,


to show great favor.”  A biblical scholar once wrote, “Love that goes upward


is worship; love that goes outward is affection; love that stoops is grace.”


This is why grace has been variously defined as unmerited favor…as an

undeserved gift…as love with no strings attached…as something beautiful

and pleasing.  

Grace is what everybody needs, but nobody deserves.

When it comes to our relationship with God, he bends down to “take us by

the hand” and shows us favor.  Grace may be summarized by the words

There is Nothing You Can Do:


Nothing
As Martin Luther said, “Nothing is not a little something.”


You

God is the one who offers a relationship to us.


Can

We are incapable of jump-starting our relationship with God.


Do

Without God’s help, all of us get failing grades spiritually.

Paul says in Ephesians 2:8-9:  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through

faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that

no one can boast.”

Grace stands out when compared to two other important Bible words:


Justice
Getting what we deserve


Mercy

Not getting what we deserve


Grace

Getting what we don’t deserve

Grace means there is nothing we can do to make God love us more, and nothing

we can do to make God love us less.  Even when we have been at our worst,

God has loved us (Romans 5:8).

God Offers Us a Redeemed Relationship…Through Grace

Even though humanity’s sin at the beginning of history ruined our relationship


with God, he continually reaches down – through amazing grace – to call


people to himself:

· Noah, by grace, received undeserved deliverance from God (Genesis 6-9).

· Abraham, by grace, was chosen by God to be “blessed to be a blessing” to the whole world (Genesis 12:1-3).

· Moses, by grace, led God’s people out of Egypt – even though he had 

no power of his own – and then became the means by which the people

received God’s law (Exodus 1-20).

The ultimate expression of God’s grace is Jesus of Nazareth.

“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through

Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).

A relationship with Jesus is where we find God’s grace today.

“And from his fullness we have all received grace upon grace” (John 1:16).

Through Jesus we can even say we receive grace piled up.

God is the Initiator of This Grace-Powered Relationship


God cared for us even before we came to know him, just as a mother


cares for her baby long before it really knows her.



God loved us before we entered this world (Psalm 139:13-18).



God called us before we were born (Isaiah 49:1; Jeremiah 1:4-5).



God seeks after us (Ezekiel 34:11-16) and watches over us (Psalm 23).


These same things are true of Jesus – God’s ultimate gift of grace:



He loved us before we even knew it (John 3:16).



He called us before we knew him (Mark 1:16-17).



He is the Good Shepherd who seeks us (John 10:14-16)



and watches over us (John 14:1-3).


Thus, God’s desire to be in a relationship of unconditional love with us is entirely

his idea and his initiative – not because we have somehow made ourselves

spiritually deserving or “good enough.”  We can only know him by grace.

God’s Invitation to Receive This Gift


In Luke 14:15-22, the master prepared the Great Banquet for guests who had

not earned such an incredible meal.  It was an undeserved gift of grace.

Not everyone, however, accepted the master’s invitation to enjoy it.

It is not an accident that you are attending this Banquet.  God chose for

you to be here.  This was an act of grace – an expression of his love for 

you, with “no strings attached.”

Summary

God’s gift of grace is always freely given…unconditional…and undeserved.

Grace is God loving us into a relationship with him.  Jesus is that grace revealed.
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