The Great Banquet

Ministry of All Believers
Talk Three

Overview, Purpose, and Approach to Presentation


The Banquet’s opening talk , Discovering Priorities, challenged the guests to discover, or perhaps rediscover, their priorities.  The second talk, God’s Gift of Grace,  presented the possibility of a grace-based relationship with God – drawing close to God not on the basis of their own worthiness or performance, but through the eternal generosity of God as expressed through Jesus.  This third talk challenges the guests to go farther still – to deepen their relationship with God by participating in the fellowship and ministry of the Church.


Ministry of All Believers is anchored on three basic truths:  

(1) The world is not living in the fullness of God’s grace.  Current reality is not God’s vision of love, redemption, and unity for the world.

(2) Jesus alone is the answer to the world’s problems.  He is the singular source of the grace that God longs to share with people everywhere.

(3) The Church is the primary means by which God brings Jesus to the world.  Introducing people to Christ is unquestionably the Church’s most important ministry.

This talk should describe the Church’s mission of revealing God’s love to the world; examine the role that every believer can play in the Church’s ministry; and challenge the guests to bring others to Christ in and through the ministry of Christian gatherings.

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Presentation (25-30 minutes)

What is the Church?


The Church is the worldwide community of those who belong to Jesus Christ –

all those who have experienced God’s grace, love, and forgiveness by entering

a relationship with his Son. 

Those who belong to the Church have committed their lives to carrying out

Jesus’ ongoing ministry on earth (Mark 16:15).

The Church, therefore, is not a building.  It is a body – the body of Christ.
Those who belong to the Church are the “hands and feet” of Jesus on earth.

(I Corinthians 12:12-26; Ephesians 4:11-12)

The Church is the fellowship of believers who meet for mutual encouragement

and spiritual equipping (Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 10:24-25; I John 1:3).

The Church is the beginning of God’s kingdom here on earth, now.
It is the first part of God’s answer to Jesus’ request in the Lord’s Prayer:

 “May your kingdom come…on earth.”

Local churches often have visible organizational components, such as leaders

(pastors, elders, and deacons, for example), as well as budgets and buildings.

But we must not mistake what we can see for the unseen reality of God’s

presence.  Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered, I am there amongst

them” (Matthew 18:20). 

The Church exists whenever and wherever Christians meet in Christ’s name.

God’s People:  A Bridge Between God and the World


In the Old Testament



In Hebrew, the word “priest” refers to one who bridges a gap.



A priest represents God to people, and people to God.



God declared in Exodus 19:1-6 that all of his people should be priests.



The reality of this promise was not fulfilled until the New Testament.



Aaron, the first high priest of Israel, on one occasion stood in the gap



between death and life - saving God’s people from ruin (Numbers 16:41-


50).


In the New Testament



Jesus has now become our eternal High Priest (Hebrews 5:1-10).



He is the one who stands in the gap between us and God.



Jesus calls his followers to be like him. (John 13:5-7;14:12, 15, 21, 23).



God’s people are called to serve as a bridge between God and the world.



(I Peter 2:9-10)


(The speaker can provide examples of times when they stood in the gap for


others, or when others bridged a gap for them.)

What is the Mission of the Church?


Jesus came to earth with the goal of leaving again, having transferred


his ministry to others (Matthew 28:19-20).


In Acts 1:1-11, Jesus revealed both a long-range and short-range plan.


His long-range plan is to set the whole world right at his Second Coming.


His short-range plan is to bring humanity to himself, one life at a time.


The Church is his means of transforming the world.  When He ascended, 
his mission and ministry became ours.


The Church’s ministry is to communicate his message, give witness to its truth,


and live lives that show the world the real meaning of grace.


This is reflected in the mission statement of the Great Banquet:


To Know Jesus as Savior and Lord and to Make Him Known


Where do we begin?


We start with the situations where we currently live and work.

What Can One Person Do?


(1)
Be active.



We are both called and equipped by the Holy Spirit to bring others

to Christ (John 17:15-17).


(2)
Accept the role of a servant.



Just as Jesus washed the feet of the disciples (John 13:3-5), and just



as a servant was the one who issued the master’s invitation to the Great

Banquet (Luke 14:15-24), so we are called by Jesus to invite others into



a relationship with him.


(3)
Be committed to loving and helping others.



Jesus calls us to love one another (John 13:34-35).

We are his representatives in this world (John 15:12-14).


(4)
Identify and put into practice your spiritual gifts.



As members of Christ’s body we have equal responsibility but different



roles (I Corinthians 12:4-6).  

(The speaker may provide examples.)

No one else on earth has precisely the mission to which God has assigned you.

The speaker should emphasize in the conclusion

the importance of “standing in the gap.”
Standing in the Gap


By participating in the fellowship and ministry of the Church, our lives


become modern day “translations” of God’s good news.  



You may be the only Bible that some people read.


The Church is at its best when it pours all of its effort into fulfilling Christ’s


mission, and when everyone in the Church makes that mission his or her


very own.


The task of the Church in every generation is to transform the world for Christ.


As members of his body, we are called:

· To know Jesus as Savior and Lord and to make him known

· To stand in the gap between God and the world

· To stand in the gap, for the sake of others, between death

and the eternal life that is freely offered through Jesus
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