The Great Banquet

Our Response to Grace
Talk Four 

Overview, Purpose, and Approach to Presentation


This talk further develops the guests’ understanding of God’s Gift of Grace, and calls for a response to God’s expression of unconditional love as revealed in Jesus.  This presentation also introduces the person and work of the Holy Spirit, who empowers us to make a response of faith.


God’s desire is that we receive his grace by receiving Christ as Savior and Lord, since through Jesus alone we can truly know and be rightly related to God.  While this talk represents an important opportunity on the first day for the guests to consider a personal decision of faith, it is important not to plan an altar call or similar technique to evoke a public response.


Near the end of the talk the speaker introduces the community agape letters (about 10-12), banners (3 or 4) and the 72-hour Prayer Vigil.

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Presentation (30-40 minutes, plus10 minutes for the introduction of agape)

God’s Gift of Grace as a Priority

As we learned in Discovering Priorities, it is important that we ponder

where we are in our lives and understand what we think is important. 

To live effectively we need correct priorities.

In God’s Gift of Grace we learned that God is seeking a relationship with us –

one that is motivated and powered by his love.

This relationship cannot be achieved by human effort, family background

or circumstance.  Instead, God unconditionally opens his arms of love to

the world (I Timothy 2:3-6).  He gives for free what none of us can earn or

deserve.  This free gift of a relationship with God is called grace.

Grace is God loving us.  Grace is unmerited favor.

The ultimate expression of God’s gift of grace is Jesus (John 1:14-17).

Our ultimate priority, therefore, should be to enter a relationship

with Jesus, who is “the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6).

The Holy Spirit:  Our Means of Responding to Grace


In Jesus, God offers us eternal life and a life in grace right now

(John 3:16-17).  


Jesus assured us that there is someone available to help us respond


to the grace of God – the Holy Spirit.


The Holy Spirit is the transforming power of God’s love breathed upon 


us to change us (John 20:21-22; Romans 8:9).


The Holy Spirit is God.


In the New Testament the Spirit is described as our Intercessor – that is,


one who prays on our behalf (Romans 8:26-27).


The Spirit is also called our Advocate.  The Greek word means “one who


is called alongside” (John 14:15-17).  The Spirit is like an attorney who


intervenes on our behalf.  He defends us concerning both the physical and


spiritual needs of our lives.


The Holy Spirit is also called our Counselor or Comforter (John 14:26).


“Comforter” combines the Latin words com (“with”) and fortis (“strength”).


The Holy Spirit is present not to console us, but to bring us strength so


we can face any situation or struggle in life.

Why We Pray the Prayer to the Holy Spirit


Come, Holy Spirit.
 We invite his presence into our lives.


Fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.


We are asking the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with love.  It is the goal


of the church to be filled with God’s love.


Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created, and you shall renew


the face of the earth.  (Psalm 104:30)  The Spirit renews God’s creation


and will breathe new life into the “dry bones” of his church (Ezekiel 37:1-14).


O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the


faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and


ever enjoy his consolations.   We are asking to gain instruction, 


understanding and wisdom about the way we are to live as disciples


of Jesus.


We pray that we will be transformed and empowered by the Holy Spirit


to be God’s people in this world.

Four Spiritual Conditions

The people who populate local churches fall into the first three conditions:


(1)  Nominal Christians



“Nominal” describes someone who is Christian in name only, whose life



provides no evidence of a transforming personal encounter with Jesus. 



This response requires little or no effort; the mind and the heart are



left untouched and unchanged by the Spirit (I Corinthians 2:9-14).


(2)  Immature Christians



Those who are spiritually immature feel torn between full commitment



to Christ and no commitment at all.  They simultaneously want to be holy



yet also want to have allegiance to the world.



By failing to draw on the power that is available through the Holy Spirit, 



immature Christians will always feel as if they’re fighting an inner civil



war that they cannot win (Romans 7:7-25).


(3)  Authentic Christians



These individuals have surrendered their hearts and their lives to a



relationship with Jesus that is powered by the Holy Spirit.



Authentic Christians are fully committed to a lifelong process of personal



transformation, stepping out in service by using spiritual gifts 


(I Corinthians 12:1-11) and growing the Spirit’s fruit in their inner lives 


(Galatians 5:22-23).


(4)  Unchurched 



There are many ways of describing those who are not in a relationship



with Christ or with a local church.  They may be indifferent to spiritual



issues.  They may be angry at God or wounded by past experiences



with Christians.  They may defiantly reject God’s leadership and



God’s laws for their lives.  They may be preoccupied with their busy



schedules and keep putting off thinking about spiritual questions.   

Or they may be seeking truth, hope and purpose in life, and wonder

if Jesus Christ has anything to say about such things. 


It may be that none of the above spiritual conditions describes where 

you are at this moment.  You may never even have considered yourself 

a religious or spiritual person.

God has invited us here to this Banquet to discover or rediscover the reality


of a priority relationship with Jesus.

Our Response to Grace


Everybody starts somewhere.  Where are you right now?


This is not about where others are, but where we each find ourselves


at this moment.


All that matters is that we go forward in faith from this point in time.


To say yes to Jesus’ offer of new life – to believe in him and receive him as


Savior and Lord – is God’s way to respond to his gift of grace (John 1:12).


Over the years this response of believing and receiving has been called


many things:  conversion, being saved, crossing the line of faith, or being


born again (John 3:3).  


However we describe it, the miracle of responding to God’s grace and

receiving salvation is that God is able and willing to give undeserving people

the gift of his unconditional love. This is what it means to receive grace.

How the Holy Spirit Helps Us


We don’t come to the moment of putting our trust in God because we 


are smart enough or wise enough to do so.


The Holy Spirit enables us to take this monumental step.


The Spirit awakens our minds…appeals to our intellect…stimulates our hearts…


and touches our emotions in such a way that we are led to respond to grace.


We respond in a way that is uniquely personal.


We do have a responsibility, however:  God calls us to put ourselves in

situations and places where we can continually hear about and experience

God’s love, forgiveness and acceptance.



Primarily we should experience these realities in the local church.



The Great Banquet is essentially the church in “concentrated form.”

Expressions of Agape Love 

Throughout this weekend, people who have experienced God’s gift of agape


love are committed to showing us its transforming power.  People are loving


us right now through prayer, fasting, works of art and countless acts of service.


Presentation of the letters, banners and especially the 72-hour Prayer Vigil.

Summary


God has invited us to this Banquet to sit down at the table with his Son Jesus.


But have you invited Jesus to sit down with you?  Revelation 3:20 assures us


that he not only stands and knocks at the door, but will respond to anyone

who invites him to come in to “eat” with them.  

In order for this Banquet to be complete we must invite his presence into our 

own lives. 
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