The Great Banquet

The Way of Relationship
Talk Five 

Overview, Purpose, and Approach to Presentation


As the final talk on the Banquet’s first day, this presentation describes what it means to enjoy a lifelong relationship with God through Jesus Christ.


Christianity has been mistakenly identified with a wide variety of religious practices.  While a number of these practices have value, they are not the essence of what it means to follow Jesus.  Entering and sustaining a personal relationship with Jesus is every Christian’s first priority.  Prayer, Bible study, and worship are the primary activities that allow Christian disciples to live in continual relationship with God.


By the end of this talk the guests should be able to explain:

· The difference between authentic Christianity and the kind of religious “going through the motions” that is so common in churches

· What it means to abandon a self-centered life in favor of one that is fully Christ-centered and focused on his purposes

· The practical commitments that are required to walk in God’s way – the Way of Relationship – 24 hours a day

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Presentation (25-30 minutes)

False Conceptions of Relating to Jesus


Externalism


Some church attenders are focused on the surface features of religious



practices – the proper kinds of candles, prayers, buildings, and hymns,



for example.  Paul warned Timothy about those who maintained a



“form of godliness” but denied true spiritual power (2 Timothy 3:5).


Traditionalism



Other church attenders go through the motions of Christianity out of



force of habit instead of a desire to worship the Lord.  They know “of”

Christ and his ways but have never personally given their lives to him.

Tradition, many times, is ritual that has lost its meaning in a changing

environment.  Clinging to tradition can cause us to reject what God

wants in terms of relationship, and even takes on the role of God.  Ritual

is not more important than the relationship. God calls us to a far richer

experience – one that is personal, immediate and transforming.


Hypocrisy



Every church is also home to individuals whose behavior flatly contradicts



the very faith they profess.  Their pretended virtue doesn’t originate from



within; it is only on the surface.  “Pharisees” (like the ultra-committed



rules-keepers who regularly confronted Jesus) may seem highly zealous



for God.  Their true interest, however, is achieving personal glory through



the appearance of religious activities – not in sincerely obeying God



and giving the glory to him (Mark 7:5-13).


Externalism, traditionalism, and hypocrisy are classic examples of religion 


without the relationship.  We must not confuse these self-centered patterns of


religious behavior with “the real thing.”  Our goal is that the world might look at

our lives and see living models of being in relationship with Jesus (Matthew 5:16;

I Peter 2:15).

Marks of a True Relationship with Jesus


(1)  
It is relational.  Christianity is not about keeping rules or jumping through



religious hoops.  Being a Christian means knowing Jesus personally



(I John 4:13-16).


(2)
It is total.  We don’t negotiate with Jesus when it comes to his leadership.



We surrender our hearts, our minds, and all the details of our lives –

our work, our relationships, our dreams, and our ambitions, for example –

to him (Luke 6:46).


(3)
It is intentional.  The Christian life begins with a choice – receiving Christ



as Savior – and continues with a lifelong series of choices to make him



Lord by applying his commands to every area of life (Joshua 24:15).


(4)
It is mutual.  The Holy Spirit is the one who enables us to become like



Jesus, but we must actively go forward with him day by day, challenge 



by challenge, joy by joy (Philippians 2:12-13).


(5)
It is attainable.  Every day Jesus provides the resources we need to turn



from our own ways to fully embrace his ways.  A Christian’s relationship



with Christ should be his/her number one priority (Matthew 6:33).

Telling Your Own Story 


Personal testimony should be a cornerstone of this presentation, and this section is designed to provide some guidance for doing so.  It is one thing to hear Bible teaching about surrendering our lives to Christ.  For many listeners it is more compelling to catch a glimpse of how God is actually making this happen in one human life.  Your vulnerability in sharing some of your own ups and downs will help empower the guests to assess their personal spiritual journeys.   


Your testimony may lead off, conclude, or be interspersed amongst the main points of the outline.  Ideally it should clarify, explain, or at least reinforce those points, and not overwhelm the teaching.  Some people have found it helpful to tell their own story by dividing it into three parts.


(1)
Before Christ

What was your life like before you began to






fully turn towards God?


(2)
Met Christ

What were the circumstances in which you






met Christ?  Or…how did God begin the process






of turning you from your own way of living to his






way of living?


(3)
After Christ

How is Jesus at work in your life right now?






How is he challenging you to be more faithful,






obedient, and committed to his purposes?


The third part is the most important, since it provides the greatest opportunity to describe what it means to totally live for God.  Overall, your story should describe how you changed your outlook and how it is still being changed.  Along the way:

· Be truthful.  Your story may not be dramatic (few are), but its details are precious to God. 

· Be humble.  Give God the full credit for your spiritual development; you remain his “work in progress” (Philippians 3:12-14).

· Be specific.  It is important for the guests to see how God works through the circumstances of everyday lives.

· Be realistic.  “And since I turned to Jesus I haven’t had a single problem” is a false impression of the Christian life.  The Way of Relationship, however, connects us with Jesus, who helps us through all of life’s struggles.

· Be a witness.  Your call is not to preach or to tell others how to live their lives.  Joyfully tell how you are living yours, and the difference that your relationship with Christ continues to make.

Establishing and Maintaining a Relationship with Jesus


Three heart-level qualities are crucial to this task:


(1) Trust
This is the essential component of the Way of Relationship.




Trust is a conviction of the mind and the heart that Christ is truly




the Lord of everything.  Apart from such trust our lives will be




characterized by worry, fear, and a frantic need to be in control.




(Proverbs 3:5-6)


(2) Honesty
We are called to be totally open with God about our innermost




secrets, failures, joys and concerns.  Honesty is an issue of




the heart.


(3) Love
By obeying Jesus’ greatest commandment – loving God with all




our heart, mind, soul and strength – we will be freed to obey his




second commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves




(Romans 13:8-10).  Loving God is the driving force behind our




relationship with God.

Methods Which Sustain This Relationship with Jesus


(1) Prayer
The first and foremost means of sustaining a relationship




with God is communication.  Talking with and listening to 




God on a daily basis is the “bricks and mortar” of the Way of




Relationship.  We must regularly spend time with Christ




in a deeply personal way (Philippians 4:6-7).


(2) Scripture
Discerning God’s will and God’s ways is not guesswork.  Through




study of the Bible, his written Word, we learn God’s principles of




living and God’s ways in the world (2 Timothy 3:16-17).


(3) Worship
God calls us to regular times of openly declaring our praise, our




awe, our thanks, and our celebration of what he is accomplishing




in our lives (Psalm 95).  It is a time when we join with other




believers.

(4) Communion   We remember Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross through




the sharing of his body and his blood in the Lord’s Supper




(I Corinthians 11:23-26).


(5) Spiritual Direction   We may choose to get to know one or more persons




who are farther along the Way of Relationship and are willing to




guide us on our quest to deepen our own walk with Jesus




(2 Timothy 2:2).
The Steps that Lead to the Way of Relationship


The way to experience the fullness of the life that God is willing to give to us


is to follow three steps:


Understanding
We must have a clear picture and a true understanding





of what we are doing and why we are doing it.  A true





relationship with Christ is based upon knowledge and

discernment of who Jesus is.



Choice
We must make an actual choice to follow Christ.  Choosing





is the ability to set the direction of our whole life toward God.





This represents a willful desire to enter a relationship with





him…and to sustain it.



Action

We must find the right methods and practices to turn our

 



understanding and our choices into reality.  There is a

difference between mere motion and real action for Christ.  In the end we cannot simply talk about doing something for Jesus.  We must do it.
Fruits of the Way of Relationship


A New Joy



Many activities advertise happiness.  Only God promises and delivers

joy.  Happiness is dependent on circumstances.  Joy is the experience

of a deep and settled confidence that no matter what happens, nothing

can separate us from the love which is ours in Christ.

(Romans 8:37-39)


A New Courage



Because of the security of a life connected with God, we will discover



the courage to stand up for Jesus wherever we are.  We will increasingly



want to share what we have found so that others may experience the



same love and joy (Joshua 1:5).


A New Motivation



False conceptions of relating to Jesus – such as externalism, hypocrisy



and traditionalism – will always lead us to ask, “What am I going to get out



of this?”  If our lives fully belong to Jesus, however, we will find ourselves



asking a new question:  “How can I please God in everything I do?”

Summary


A person who is in a transforming relationship with God displays understanding,


desire and humility before God.  The one who is related to God through faith


in Jesus is active, has direction, and naturally acts with courage and joy.  As we


grow in our relationship with God, we carry of the light of God to others.

The Way of Relationship means learning to

love God with all of our heart.

PAGE  
Lampstand Ministries-The Way of Relationship
Talk 5, Page 2 of 6


