The Great Banquet

The Truth Through Study
Talk Six 

Overview, Purpose, and Approach to Presentation


The balanced Christian life is like a tripod:  It stands on three legs.  The “legs” of the Christian life are Relationship, Study and Action.  Spiritual balance is possible only if these three legs are equal in length – that is, fully expressed in the life of a disciple of Jesus.


In The Way of Relationship we learned that the first and primary condition for experiencing the Christian life is the giving of our hearts to God.  This means being willing to seek God’s will and to walk in God’s way in this world.


The Truth Through Study presents the primary means for growing in our commitment to God:  thinking and learning about God’s action in this world through the gaining of knowledge and wisdom.


The Life of Christian Action, the third leg of what it means to follow Jesus, calls disciples to do God’s will and to make known the saving love and grace of Christ to others.


When these three areas are fully aligned toward the Lord, all of life begins to change.  We experience ourselves moving toward God.   Our priority for living is focused.  The purpose of this talk is to explore the second area or realm of the balanced Christian life.


The speaker should not give the impression of having superior intelligence or insight.  This talk concerns a kind of study that is practical and attainable by everyone.  Rather than lecturing like a professor, it would be wiser for the speaker to imagine himself or herself as a carpenter who is taking time to explain his or her tools.

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Presentation (25-30 minutes)

What Do We Mean by Study?


Webster’s dictionary defines study as the act or process of acquiring,


by one’s own efforts, knowledge of a particular subject.


Jesus declared that the greatest commandment is, “Love the Lord your God


with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with

all your mind.” (Luke 10:27).  Study means learning to love God with your mind.


The apostle Paul wrote, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern


of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then


you will be able to test and prove what God’s will is – his good, pleasing


and perfect will.”  (Romans 12:2)



The word “transformed” comes from the same word as “metamorphosis.”



The renewing of our minds brings about a complete change of life.



The result is discernment:  We are able to know God’s will for our lives.


Loving God with “all your mind” means:

· Using your mind creatively, as God intends

· Thinking seriously about your world in the light of God’s Word, the Bible

· Utilizing study to better understand the meaning of your personal experiences

Study is the key that unlocks intellectual growth in the Christian life.

The study of Christianity turns out to be the study of life itself.

Principles of Study


Study is a constant for every person.



We study to improve our job skills; to improve the way our households



are run; to understand new tax laws; to understand those around us.



Life requires devotion to study in many realms and fields of thought.


Study is an integral part of the Christian life.



Just as a child’s clothes are no longer adequate for a grown person,



a child’s understanding of God and his Word cannot sustain the 



spiritual needs of a growing adult Christian.  Have you made 



a personal commitment to pursue an ever-growing understanding 

of the life of Jesus and the truths of scripture, or are you relying on



insights that you learned years ago?  


Study sustains and grows our Christian experience.



Commitment to spiritual growth needs to be intentional, not haphazard.


Study is loving God with your mind..



If we offer our minds to God and seek truth from him in humility,



we gain greater understanding of God’s ways.  Study draws us

closer to God.

Getting Beyond Our Excuses Not to Study


“I don’t have time to study.”



Exhaustion, work addiction, and sheer busyness have convinced many



people that study is a luxury they cannot afford.



Nevertheless, we always find time for what we truly want to do.



What are your priorities?


“I don’t know what to study.”



Seek the advice of your pastor or other church leaders.



Ask individuals whose spiritual lives you admire what they have



been studying.



Visit a Christian bookstore and browse.  


“I don’t like to read books.”



Consider tapes, CD’s, video presentations, and DVD’s.  



You can listen to audio versions of the Bible and many Christian books.



The Internet provides a wealth of study resources at no charge.



Conversations and small group discussions can be very effective.


“I don’t understand the Bible or how it applies to me.”



Commentaries, Bible encyclopedias, and a wide variety of other



resources provide significant understanding.



Organized Bible studies and adult Sunday School classes

provide insight and valuable opportunities to share with others.



The more we read the Bible, the more we find that the Bible

 “reads us” – just as if we were a book.

How Do I Get Started?


Every journey begins with a first step.  We only need to take one step at a time.


Designate a regular study time and stick with it.  Desire and obedience are key.


Some will find that early mornings work best.  Others will prefer just before


bedtime.  Still others study well on their lunch breaks.


Choose a daily devotional booklet with scripture readings.


Choose to join a Sunday School class or regular Bible study.


Find a way of sharing what you study through conversation or writing.


Let your experience of study change the way you live.


(Speaker’s Note:  Share your own study practices and what discovering


biblical truth has meant to you.  You might identify particular books that have


been helpful along the way.  Mention the fact that a list of recommended


books will be available to each guest at the end of the three days.)

Final Challenges


We don’t stop learning when we finish school.


All of life is an opportunity for growth – but we must not let the world


determine how we are to grow.


We must be intentional in our desire to grow into the image of Christ.


We cannot be mature Christians – mature in our thinking and in our actions –


if our spiritual growth stops at the end of childhood.


The call to every disciple of Jesus is to love God with all the heart, all the soul,


all the strength, and all the mind.  

Are you loving God with your mind?
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