The Great Banquet

The Life of Christian Action
Talk Eight 

Overview, Purpose, and Approach to Presentation


This talk is the third “leg” in the tripod of the balanced Christian life.  Following Jesus may be described as The Way of Relationship, Truth Through Study, and now The Life of Christian Action.  

This is the transitional talk of the Great Banquet weekend.  Up to this point the guests have been considering God’s invitation to a new life powered by his grace.  Now they begin to think about what they are called to do in the world.  By the end of this talk the guests should not only consider living a grace-based life, but have an increased desire to bring others to know Jesus.


The “Christian Action” described in this talk concerns how we might take action to bring our family, co-workers, friends and even strangers to Christ – all as we show God’s love and grace.  To effectively accomplish this we must feel comfortable with our faith, with our particular situations, and with those to whom we are introducing Jesus.

Christian Action should flow naturally from the life of a disciple.  Increasingly it should feel as comfortable as a favorite pair of shoes.  Our goal is to not to add numbers to our churches but to win people to a new way of life.  Thus we enter this Life of Christian Action primarily because Jesus’ love is in us, and we want others to have the treasure of his love as well. 


Be sure to provide examples of your own Life of Christian Action.  Show how God informs, inspires, and directs the process of making a friend, being a friend, and bringing that friend to Christ.  Remember that your own relationship with Jesus may be described as a friendship.  It’s natural for someone to want his friends to meet each other – especially if one friend could help another.  

Scripture texts are provided as references and illustrations,

and are not required parts of the talk.

Presentation (25-30 minutes)

Motion vs. Action


There is a world of difference between motion and action. 


Motion is a proposal for action; action brings about change.



Motion is talking about changing reality.

Action is doing what it takes to change reality.


Committees routinely do “studies” of situations, but apart from action those


situations never change.



Here the speaker should provide an example, such as the difference

between serving on a Committee of Visitation that is “all talk and no

action,” versus actually going to meet with people in their homes.


Christ-centered action is the bringing about change in one’s life that


results in even greater Christ-centeredness. 


Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” (John 14:6)



Yesterday we heard a talk about The Way of Relationship – 

God’s call to love him with all our hearts.



Earlier today we heard a talk about The Truth Through Study –



God’s call to love him with all our minds.



The Life of Christian Action is God’s call to give him our lives



 to bring the world to Christ.

Christian Action:  A Natural Response to God’s Grace


Christian action becomes a way of life for the disciple of Jesus as we


realize how much he loves us.  One of the purposes of these three days


is to experience an even deeper realization of this fact.


It is only natural to want to share God’s grace with everyone else.


But sometimes we have to learn how to do it.


It is a great privilege to give to others what God has given to us – to introduce


them to the love and grace of Jesus.  The miracle of sharing our faith not only


blesses another person, but grows the living reality of Jesus within us. 

How God’s Grace Comes Alive in Individuals


The evidence of a life that is being transformed by God’s grace is the


fruit of the Holy Spirit:  Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23)

In I Corinthians 13 the apostle Paul tells us that love is the greatest of all

the spiritual gifts.  Love is the motivating power behind all true Christian

action.

A life of action flows naturally from us as we are filled with the Holy Spirit

and seek to share God’s gift of love.

God always gives us the freedom to choose whether we take action or not.

Therefore our response to his love is an act of both freedom and responsibility.

Going Into Action


Begin with the end in mind.



The priority of every disciple is to know Jesus as Savior and Lord



and to make him known to others.


Identify opportunities.



Consider individuals you naturally come into contact with, 



such as family members, co-workers and friends.



Identify groups, service clubs, professional and community 



organizations to which you belong.



What situations are you aware of that need the transforming power

of the love of God?

What are your resources?  What resources do you need?

What help will you need, both personal and corporate?


Establish a plan.



Action is preceded by motion – talking and thinking about what we will do.



We must not settle for mere planning, however.  



Nothing changes until we take action.


Persevere.



Stick to your plan…but be flexible.



Remember that the Holy Spirit is your strength.



Difficulties may arise, but God is at work even in our failures (Romans 


8:28).


Pray.



Jesus reminded us, “Without me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).



Paul wrote, “I can do all things in him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).



Pray for God to show you how to keep your priorities in order.


Keep things in perspective.



We are not called to neglect our family, job, church, or community



to “do the Lord’s work.”  

Our essential commitments should not be put on hold just so



we can pursue the Life of Christian Action.



Likewise, Christian Action shouldn’t be put on the back burner while



we address life’s necessities.  

Balance is essential.



In the end, “Christian Action” is not designed to be a special set of

activities that we do a la carte or on the side.  

God intends that everything we do – every relationship, every activity, every opportunity –  be woven into a single, seamless Life of Christian Action.  Christian Action is every action a Christian lives.


Seek help when needed.



The Holy Spirit’s power is always available.



Learn from and rely on the experience of other committed Christians.



We may not be given the chance to see the success of our own efforts.



God, however, calls us to be faithful to his kingdom no matter what.

Personal Friendship:  The Style for Christian Action


Make a Friend


Take the initiative by establishing a relationship.



Seek to understand this person well.  Be an active listener.


Be a Friend


Seek first to understand, then to be understood.



Let them see how your faith is making a difference in your life.


Bring Your Friend to Christ


For this to happen in a natural and authentic way, your friend will need



to have seen the reality of Jesus in your life.



Remember to speak to God about your friend before you speak to



your friend about God.  In other words…pray.



Keep in mind that Jesus was always working to bring others to himself.



He naturally took advantage of such opportunities. 




When Andrew was curious about Jesus and asked, “Where




are you staying?” Jesus answered, “Come, and you will see.”




Andrew accepted the invitation, chose to become a disciple,




and then recruited his brother Peter as well (John 1:35-42).




Jesus reached out to a social outcast – a Samaritan woman




who had experienced five divorces (John 4).  She then became




a source of God’s good news for her neighbors.




Jesus even reached out and brought into the kingdom the

repentant thief who was crucified beside him (Luke 23:39-43).

Summary


MAKE A FRIEND, BE A FRIEND, BRING THAT FRIEND TO CHRIST.


That is the message of this talk.  God calls us to change the world by loving him with all our strength – our hands and our feet.  We can’t just go through the motions.  His call is to establish and pursue a plan of action that will bring the world to Christ.
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